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WILLIAM C. MULLIGAN, Esq., eet. fifty-seven; dark hair and 
complexion, of spare form and sedentary habits, has generally 
enjoyed good but not robust health; some three years since was 
the subject of partial hemiplegia, from which he recovered with- 
out any injury to his health or faculties; has not required or 
been in the habit of using purgative medicines. 

November 18, 183% Was last night attacked, after some 
exposure to evening air, with obstinate vomiting, which has not 
been controlled by the domestic means resorted to. It is re- 
peated at short intervals. The matter ejected is copious, of a 
dark green color. Bowels constipated, not unduly sensible to 
pressure. Tongue slightly furred; thirst moderate. 

Ordered hydrarg. submur. gr. xv. 8a quaq. hor., alternating 
with inf. senne c. mag. sulph. Sinapism to epigastrium. 

4 P.M. Has rejected some of the cathartic medicine; vomits 
less frequently. Pressure in the left iliac region elicits pain in 
a circumscribed space. Pulse more free. 

Applic. hirud. xxiv. parti dolenti. 

10 P.M. Local: tenderness relieved; no dejection. Cont. 
medicam. 

14th..8 A. M..Has slept at intervals; thirst increased; no 
evacuation; renewed tenderness of left iliac region extending 
acrossto the right; pulse tranquil; heat of skin natural. 

Rept, hirud. xxiv. Emollient enemata occasionally. 

10 P.M. Same state ; tenderness relieved; stomach relieved. 

Directed a suppository of opium. (Quere, Why?) 
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15th. 8 A.M. No impression from remedies; diffused tender- 
ness of abdomen; strength failing. 
R.—Hyd. submur. 3ss; 
Paly. opii gr. iii; 
Gum camphor gr. xii. M. 
Ft. pulv. vi. quarum. sumat. unam. 3a quaq. hora. 


Applic. abdom. emp. vesicat. amplum.; adhib. enem. c. oleo 
terebinth. p. r. n. 

10 P.M. Enemata returned unchanged. Suppository of opium. 
Cont. medic. 

16th. 8 A.M. No dejection; strength diminished; hiccough; 
voice but a whisper; surface clammy: pulse small and frequent; 
extremities inclined to be cold. 

Carb. ammonia and other stimulants; warmth to surface. 

10 P. M. Pulse raised; warmth of surface natural. Has had 
an evacuation from the bowels of a small quantity of dark brown 
matter followed by two others of the same character. 

Omit medicine. Nourishment. 

17th. 8 A.M. In the course of the night he’ had several pass- 
ages. The matter, now, a bright yellow. During one of the 
evacuations he felt a great resistance, and was conscious of pass- 
ing a hard substance. Upon examining the matter discharged, 
a concretion of a pyriform shape was found, the dimensions of 
which are given below. ! 

During the day he was tranquil, sleeping at intervals. By the 
aid of the catheter half a pint of urine was discharged, the first 
voided since the attack. 

18th. 8 A. M. Is very feeble ; countenance dusky; adnata in- 
jected; inclined to coma; not easily aroused; apprehension dif- 
ficult ; coma inereased during the day. At evening, respiration 
stertorous ; insensible to objects around. Expired a little past 
midnight. 


Dissrction.— Head. Pia mater slightly increased in vascular- 
ity. The ventricles contained from one to two ounces of serum. 
The substance of the brain was carefully examined with a view 
to find some trace of the hemiplegia, but nothing was discovered. 
Condition strictly normal. 

Abdomen being opened, intestines were moderately distended 
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with flatus. Peritoneal coat in portions moderately injected. Mu- 
cous coat examined throughout; appeared normal. In the stomach 
the mucous membrane exhibited a mottled aspect in its pyloric half, 
with high vascularity; the rest natural. Liver, normal. (all- 
bladder closely attached by old adhesions to corresponding surface 
of duodenum. In substance, thickened to one-third of an inch. 
Cavity contracted. Ductus com. choledochus obliterated. An 
opening existed between the cavity of the gall-bladder and the 
duodenum, of a circular form and smooth edges, of size to admit 
the forefinger. This was evidently not a dilatation of the natu- 
ral canal, but a direct morbid opening. Other viscera, normal. 
The early symptoms of this case, and the entire inefficacy of all 
cathartic measures made it probable that there existed an intus- 
susception of some portion of the intestines. The discharge of a 
concretion brought to light a new element of the disease. It was 
still matter of doubt where had been the seat of this calculus. 
The pain which had been felt in the left iliac region made it pro- 
bable that its nidus had been in some of the cells of the colon, 
near the sigmoid flexure. The dissection clears up all doubt on 
the subject, and points to the gall-bladder as the nidus where 
the calculus had formed and remained until some cause dis- 
lodged it, and gave rise to the train of symptoms which resulted 
in the destruction of life. The calculus is pyriform, correspond- 
ing to the shape of the gall-bladder; its surface upon the larger 
curve regular and smooth ; near the neck it is rough. A section 
made in the direction of its axis shows it to consist of striz su- 
perposed of different colors and thickness. The nucleus is homo- 
genous resin of bile. The substance has the consistence of resin, 
and burns with the odor of amber. 

Dimensions—Length, one and a quarter inches. Circumfer- 
ence, three inches. Weight, 5ss 3ss. 

Attended by Drs. Cock, Bliss, and Ferris. 
Morristown, N. J., June 28, 1852. 
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Observations on the Organization of the American Medical As- 
sociation. By Tuos. H. Yarpiey, M. D., Consulting Physi- 
cian to the Lying-in Department of the Northern Dispensary. 


I THINK it cannot be possible, as is stated in the last number 
of the Reporter, and is intimated elsewhere, that the American 
Medical Association, at its late meeting in Richmond, disposed 
of two propositions for altering the Constitution, by referring 
them to a committee, and that the propositions of that commit- 
tee are the only ones now before the Association. 

The Constitution (Article VI.) provides, that no amendment 
or alteration of any article, shall be acted on, “‘ except at the 
annual meeting next subsequent to that at which such amend- 
ments or alterations may have been proposed.” The Associa- 
tion had a right to do what they thought proper with the reports 
of the Committee, but the propositions for altering the Consti- 
tution appended to them were not intended for their action ; 
they were submitted with the desire and expectation that they 
would lie on the table until the next annual meeting, as the Con- 
stitution requires ; and I trust the friends of those propositions 
will insist on having them called up at the proper time. 

It is a singular misnomer to call the report of that committee 
a compromise report. A compromise implies mutual concessions ; 
but this committee, instead of conceding something from each 
class of propositions, have disregarded both, and introduced new 
propositions, perpetuating all the defects of the present Consti- 
tution. Of this manner of compromising, I think we both have 
cause to complain. 

The report of Dr. Hays is very elaborate ; it covers the whole 
ground, and places the subject in its true light. It was entirely 
satisfactory to the committee, except that part in which he 
advocates “a restricted representation from medical colleges, 
subj ‘certain conditions.” 

A portion of the committee could not see the propriety of 
giving to the professors the additional privilege of being repre- 
sented from their schools, when they enjoy in their local societies 
the same rights as the brethren of the profession: and in Phila- 
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delphia, at least, they have no cause to complain, for care has 
been taken to appoint as delegates some of the professors from 
all the approved medical schools; and for the last two years 
three of the professo®s of the University of Pennsylvania have 
been thus annually delegated. If professors insist on their 
superiority, and claim a representation in consequence of being 
professors, in addition to their representation as physicians, it is 
feared that a majority of the profession will refuse to send them 
from the local societies, and we shall thus lose, in our annual as- 
semblies, the personal experience and the moral and professional 
influence of many eminent professors ; and those who go from 
the schools will be less influential, in consequence of the jealousy 
with which they will be regarded. 

If the schools have any interests or objects separate and dis- 
tinct from those for which this Association was instituted, let 
them call a convention, and establish an Association of profes- 
sors, as was proposed at Charleston, by Dr. Jones, of North 
Carolina ; but if their aim is, as ours, ‘‘the advancement of know- 
ledge on all subjects connected with the healing art ; the ele- 
vation of the character, and the protection of the proper rights 
and interests, of those engaged in the practice of medicine,” and 
this special privilege is claimed on account of their superior 
ability and attainments, let us establish an upper house, a senate 
chamber, where they can examine and correct the proceedings of 
the laymen before they are published to the world. 

We also believed that it would be an exceedingly delicate and 
difficult task, and one not likely to be fairly accomplished, to de- 
cide what schools actually comply with the conditions that are to 
entitle them to a representation in the Association: it is one 
thing to publish those conditions as their regulations, and another 
to adhere to them. 

We further believed that we could exert a much more salutary 
control over the schools, by creating a healthy public and: pro- 
fessional opinion on the subject of medical education, y in- 
stituting a rigid censorship over them in county medical societies. 
No school could long exist, no matter whether recognized by the 
Association or not, if its course was not sustained by public 
opinion, so that its graduates would find its diploma a passport 
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to the regular ranks and full honors of the profession: and if 
the public does. sustain it, and the profession acknowledges its 
graduates, it will scorn the action of the Association. 

These being our views, and being supforted in them by the 
unanswerable arguments in Dr. Jackson’s address, which was ap- 
proved and published by the Philadelphia County Medical So- 
ciety ; by several medical journals, particularly the New Jersey 
Medical Reporter ; by numerous private letters, and by the ap- 
proving resolutions of several medical societies; we felt it our 
duty to present for the consideration of the Association, such a 
plan of organization as would abolish all special privileges, esta- 
blish the brotherhood of the profession, and make our annual 
meetings a purely republican representative body. This would 
no doubt be satisfactory to a majority of the profession, and 
would not soon require alteration, and it is folly to say, as some 
do, that this is the proper plan, but now is not the proper time 
to adopt it. The longer errors are indulged in, the more difficult 
are they to remove. 

In presenting these proposed alterations in the Constitution, 
we briefly adverted to the reasons which induced us to dissent 
from the chairman on this subject, and expressly stated that we 
cordially united with him in the rest of his report. It was our 
intention to ask, at the next meeting, that our propositions may 
be considered first, and if the Association is not prepared to 
adopt them, we will cordially support the alterations proposed by 
Dr. Hays; for, objectionable as we deem the granting of special 
privileges to professors, we consider it much more tolerable than 
the present practice, which is perpetuated in the propositions of 
the so-called compromise committee, of permitting every physi- 
cian who resides in a city, where medical societies are numerous, 
and may be multiplied indefinitely, to attach himself to as many 
as he pleases, and be represented in all. If this plan is con- 
tinued, it is easy to predict the downfall of the Association ; for 
no institution, professing to be national, can long exist in this 
country, unless it conforms to the republican predilections of our 
people. Venerable and estimable physicians from rural districts 
and small towns, will not countenance an Association which gives 
to every unfledged city doctor five times as many votes as they 
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have. The Great National Medical Association, which, if pro- 
perly organized, might be productive. of incalculable good, will 
then dwindle into a mere gathering of professors and city doc- 
tors, each contending for his own interests. 

I have felt it my duty to throw out the above observations for 
the consideration of the profession, at the risk of being censured 
for “‘ attempting to manufacture public opinion.” I do hope that 
the subject will be thoroughly discussed in the medical journals 
and medical societies of the country, so that every physician who 
attends the next meeting of the Association, may be fully enlight- 
ened and prepared to vote understandingly on the subject, that 
we may have a Constitution which will be satisfactory to all. 

Puriapevpuia, July 15, 1852. 





On the Use of Strychnine as a Tonic. By the Eprror. 


I propose to offer a few remarks on the use of strychnine as a 
tonic, which have resulted from a series of observations made 
during the treatment of a variety of diseases, in which it has 
been employed where other tonic remedies have failed to produce 
the desired effect. That it has tonic properties, writers on Ma- 
teria Medica, both at home and abroad, clearly assert; that its 
action as a tonic is peculiar, is shown by experience; and that 
this peculiar action renders it admirably adapted to some forms 
of disease, in which it has formerly been overlooked, I think may 
be shown. An English gentleman came under my care some two 
years since, with an affection of the neck of the bladder, accom- 
panied by enlarged prostate gland, producing very painful mic- 
turition, and other distressing symptoms, which so wearied the 
nervous system of the patient, and affected his spirits, that he 
sought relief in travelling from his native land; and among other 
places, where he took up a temporary abode in our country, was 
this city. He had been here but a few hours before I was re- 
quested to visit him. Among the several eminent physicians 
and surgeons of Europe, who had attended him, were Sir Astley 
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Cooper, Benjamin Brodie, and Liston. He was suffering much 
at the time, with a spasmodic action of the neck of the bladder, 
and retention of urine. ‘The intelligence of my patient in medi- 
cal matters surprised and interested me not a little, and, after 
administering what aid I could by means of anodynes, fomenta- 
tions to the perineum, Xc., he gave me a history of his sufferings 
for many years past. He said, nothing had afforded so much 
relief as strychnine; it was first given to him by Sir B. Brodie, 
who used it with reference to its controlling the spasm, but he 
had found a good tonic impression to be made upon his general 
system by its cautious use for a long time, though the great en- 
largement of the prostate had prevented a permanent cure of his 
renal disease. He went away no better, determining to travel 
through our wide domain, till he found a resting-place where 
climate, &c. seemed most to favor him. But though my patient 
was none the better, perhaps, for his acquaintance with me, I 
felt myself benefited by my intercourse with him and his case. 
I saw in him a man past the meridian of life, suffering almost 
hourly, for long years together, the tortures of a disease which 
had resisted the skill of the distinguished men already named, 
and a number of others, both in Europe and America, enabled 
to Oppose its ravages upon his constitution to a certain extent, 
by the use of a remedy which but comparatively few physicians 
employ, excepting in cases of palsy, in some of its many varie- 
ties. 

Strychnia, as a tonic, seemed more reliable than ever, and I 
determined to try it when opportunities offered. The following 
is a description of a few cases in which it has been used :— 


Case I.—A married lady, tall, slender, aged forty-four, never 
had a child; for fifteen years had suffered from a leucorrheal 
discharge, between her catamenial periods, which had reduced 
her strength, dejected her spirits, and impaired her general 
health. For a few years before she called on me for aid, she 
had been subject to nocturnal spasms of a peculiar nature. She 
slept easily, but in the course of her slumbers would frequently 
awake her husband by oppressed and rapid breathing, attended 
by heavy groans, as if in the agonies of death. He would raise 
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her head, speak to her quickly, and she would recover. She 
seldom had more than one attack the same night, but they came 
on several times a week. Sometimes they would occur during 
sleep in the day, but never while awake.. There was a constant 
dilatation of the pupil, though it did not refuse to contract on the 
application of the proper stimulus. The heart was frequently 
the seat of distressing pain, palpitation, &c., which gave rise to 
frequent returns of mental dejection, on account of supposed 
cardiac disease. I never saw her during an attack. When she 
came under my care the foregoing history was stated to me, and 
from the position and intelligence of the parties, their statement 
was to be strictly relied on. A tonic course of treatment seemed 
to be indicated. I commenced with ferruginous pills, salt bath- 
ing, moderate exercise, generous diet, &c., and continued it for 
a few months without much improvement, though her strength 
seemed to increase. Considering the case one in which the nerv- 
ous system had lost. its controlling power over the general eco- 
nomy, and that, by long-continued irritability, it failed even to 
execute properly what power it retained, I attempted by endermic 
means to relieve internal congestions, if such should exist; in- 
creasing at the same time the capillary circulation; hoping that, 
with a more perfect distribution of the blood, the various visceral 
functions would be improved, and the nervous force more regu- 
larly supplied. The pupils of the eyes being dilated, blisters 
were applied behind the ears, and spirits of ammonia to the tem- 
ples, so as to sustain a continued counter-irritation for several 
weeks together. Sinapisms were frequently applied over the 
cardiac region, without much relief to the local symptoms, and 
were succeeded by a plaster of cantharides with more satisfactory 
results. Dry cups were applied along the course of the spine, 
several times a week, for two or three consecutive months, and 
a hot sinapized pediluvium used every night. Under this course 
there was still more general improvement, but being tedious and 
somewhat painful, it was abandoned after a patient trial. The 
nocturnal spasms, however, continued, though not so frequently. 
My patient was now put under the use of strychnine, in doses of 
the twentieth of a grain, three times daily. All other medicine 
was interdicted, except an occasional laxative pill to preserve a 
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regular peristaltic movement. Not three weeks after this course 
was commenced, the leucorrhceal flow was arrested, and a re- 
markable change was apparent in other respects. The convul- 
sions became much less frequent, and have since entirely ceased. 
She is now well. 


Casz II.—A female, aged forty-five, muscular person, the 
mother of nine children, has had chronic leucorrheea for several 
years, pains in the back and loins, loss of appetite, palpitation of 
the heart, and other nervous phenomena, which had worn upon 
her health and spirits till she became emaciated, and inadequate 
to any considerable effort, either of mind or body. She com- 
plained also of a tingling and benumbed sensation in the fingers, 
which sometimes was so bad as to disable her from dressing; the 
sense of touch in both hands being for the time destroyed. She 
was not, however, insensible to pain in these parts, when inflicted 
by another; had used a variety of vaginal injections, taken 
freely of vegetable bitters, without any apparent good result. 
Coming under my care, her bowels were freely evacuated, and 
remedies suggested for their regular movement; when she com- 
menced the use of strychnine in doses of the twentieth of a grain, 
combined with a grain of extract of hyoscyamus, and repeated 
three times daily. This was continued for a fortnight, probably, 
after which the strychnine was given alone, in the same dose. 
In less than a month, the unhealthy secretion from the vagina 
subsided, the pains in the back and loins were relieved, though 
the palpitation of the heart did not yield so readily; but at last 
it became much subdued, with a positive improvement in the 
general health. She is still improving. 

In neither of these cases did the drug produce its peculiar 
spastic effect in any unpleasant degree, though it was, at times, 
sensibly felt, when it was omitted for three or four days, and 
then resumed. 


Case III.—A young married lady, general health good, ex- 
cept at the period of menstruation, when she suffered with dys- 
menorrhea in a manner unusually severe. I have visited her 
frequently for two years past on account of this disease; and 
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while the treatment has been directed to the relief of the parox- 
ysms with tolerable success, the general plan adopted to over- 
come the difficulty did not prove so serviceable, until strychnine 
was employed, in the same manner as in the preceding cases. 
The most decided and happy results followed its administration ; 
she had not taken it two months before she menstruated fréely, 
and without any pain. She has recovered entirely. 


Remarks.—The history of the foregoing cases, imperfectly 
presented to the reader, is intended to incite the mind to inquiry. 
Considering the specific action of strychnine as being directed 
to the nervous system, and the nervous system as the great cen- 
tre of power, executing through all its multiplied divisions and 
ramifications the controlling force which is necessary to preserve 
the harmony of organic life, it may well be inquired whether 
this remedy, though an active poison in overdoses, may not be 
judiciously employed in a variety of cases where a permanent 
tonic impression is needed. We have known it to do good in 
prolapsus uteri, depending upon a relaxed condition of the ute- 
rine ligaments and vaginal muscles, and it has done good by ex- 
pending upon those relaxed parts its specific contractile influ- 
ence. It is well known that, when given in paraphlegia, for ex- 
ample, its effects will first be seen in the paralyzed limb. Its 
peculiar office seems to be, to lay hold of those muscles which 
cannot act themselves, and stimulate them to normal effort. 
This action is, of course, produced through the nervous centres. 
Why, then, in cases of leucorrhoea depending upon general debility 
of the nervous system, may it not act in the same way, and by 
the same rule? Why, in cases of prolapsed uterus depending 
upon a relaxation of the tissues retaining it naturally in situ, 
may it not produce and sustain that kind of tonic spasm neces- 
sary to restore it to its position, and hold it there? How else 
can the fact be explained? for cases of prolapsus uteri from de- 
bility have been treated by strychnine in tonic doses, with a 
success which pessaries and supporters could not secure. Who 
will give us the result of their experience in its use under similar 
circumstances? 
Buruneton, July, 1852. 
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Five Years Op. 


WirH our next issue the Reporter will have concluded its fifth 
year. Shall we go on with the sixth volume? is a question 
which the publisher and ourself have from time to time gravely 
considered. Finally he, with his printer’s bills and list of delin- 
quent subscribers on the one hand, and we, with well-remem- 
bered midnight hours of toil, after the fatigue of daily practice, 
and not a little pecuniary responsibility, on the other, carefully 
adjusted the scales, and honestly tested the whole subject: as 
we saw the weight designated loss and labour, go down—down— 
down, we gathered together the old familiar volumes, as our 
foundation, and taking the words of the apostle, “ Be sober, and 
hope to the end,” agreed to go on, trusting that in good season 
we might increase the weight in the opposite scale, and bring it 
at least in equipoise with the other. 

A word to our old friends.—Look upon the cover, and see the 
publisher’s prospectus for Vol. VI.: read it carefully; then, if 
you please, hand it to your neighbor, and secure his name as a 
subscriber. We say his name—we mean his money, too; not to 
pay ourselves, but the printer, that he may pay you. We do not 
complain, for to you we owe our existence: you have borne with 
us in very infancy, and not forsaken us as we have grown in 
years. We pray you, remember that we are now only five years 
old, and ought not yet to be thrown adrift. When we can sup- 
port ourselves we will cheerfully relieve you. 





“Hark, how I’ll bribe you. 


* * * ca * x 


Not with fond shekels of the tested gold, 
Or stones, whose rates are either rich or poor, 
As fancy values them: but with true prayers, 
That shall be up at heaven, and enter there.” 
If there is one thing more unpleasant to the high-minded, 
philanthropic physician than another, it is the necessity of mak- 
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ing out and presenting bills for services rendered. We believe 
that the profession almost universally feel this to be an odious 
part of their duty. Certain it is, we have heard physicians say 
that they would gladly dispense with account-books and accounts 
altogether, if they could. Just so we feel with regard to sub- 
scriptions due the Reporter. We are heartily tired of such 
captions as: ‘To subscribers’”—‘ A word to the wise’’—“Re- 
member the printer,” &c., &.; but it cs necessary for us to 
remind our readers, too frequently to be sure for good taste, that 
we depend on our subscription list for means to pay the printer, 
and with him we have a fearful account to settle shortly! That 
will be easily done, however, if subscribers will do us justice. 
Subscriptions to a considerable amount are now due on the pre- 
sent, the last, and some even on the third volume, and the sixth 
volume will also soon become due. We earnestly hope the 
delinquents will pay up forthwith, and gladden our hearts, and 
put a smile on the printer’s countenance. In the next number, 
bills will be sent to all who are in arrears. . 


PROLONGED SESSIONS. 


We are glad to see that the best medical colleges are gra- 
dually coming up to the standard recommended by the American 
Medical Association, in regard to the time alloted to demonstra- 
tive instruction. The acquirement of competent medical know- 
ledge, is and of necessity must be the result of arduous toil, and 
considerable expense to the student, and we hold that there is 
no young man of spirit, with an ardent love for the profession of 
his choice, who cannot in some way or other, command the 
means to avail himself of the superior advantages offered him in 
our best colleges, whose courses of instruction extend to five or 
six months. We hope the time will soon come when our stand- 
ard institutions will, without exception, come forward and fully 
adopt the recommendations of the American Medical Associa- 
tion. The following extract is from the Annual announcement 
of the Medical Department of Pennsylvania College. 


“Respect to the recommendations of the American Medical Association 
and to themselves, demands that the Faculty should say a few words in 
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relation to the lengthened session. It is, and ever has been, their desire to 
furnish to the Medical profession, gentlemen well qualified to exercise the 
arduous and responsible duties of practitioners ; this, they are satisfied, can 
only be done by the judicious combination of office instruction with that 
afforded by attendance on medical lectures. Whilst, therefore, their course 
extends from the beginning of October to the first of March, an amount of 
instruction is afforded very nearly equal to that given in a six months’ 
course, three weeks are added to the former time of four months by the 
early opening of the session, and an equivalent of nearly two weeks is 

ined by discontinuing the usual holiday recess at Christmas. In addi- 
tion to this, the examination for degrees is not commenced until the close 
of the session, whilst the number of daily lectures is greater than that 
given in most institutions which have adopted the six months’ course. By 
this arrangement the time of the student is fully occupied, while at the 
same time sufficient opportunity is given for instruction in the office of a 
preceptor, or for the pursuit of other sources of knowledge obtainable in 
a large city, during the interval between the sessions.” ° 


PROCEEDINGS OF MEpIcAL SocretiEs. 


Report of Meeting of Camden County Medical Society, held at 
Camden, June 16, 1852,—Society met at 12 M.; the President, 
J. 8. Mulford, in the chair. Dr. A. D. Woodruff appointed 
Secretary, pro tem. 

The annual address was delivered by Dr. C. D. Hendry, sub- 
ject, “‘ A Case of Fracture of the Skull,” for which the thanks 
of the Society were unanimously tendered. The report of the 
Committee to ascertain the number of. physicians practising in 
Camden County was as follows :— 

Number of persons practising medicine, twenty-seven; of 
which, twenty-five are graduates of respectable medical colleges. 
Twenty-two are licentiates, leaving five who have neglected to 
comply with the law. Of the whole number in the county only 
one is a homeopathist, and one a botanist. 

On motion, Resolved, That the delegates of this Society are 
hereby instructed to suggest at the next meeting of the State 
Medical Society, the propriety of an application to the next 
Legislature for such a modification of the present law, as shall 
enforce the registration of all marriages, births, and deaths oc- 
curring in the State. 

On motion, Resolved, That the revised code of medical ethics, 
and the revised rates of charges be adopted by this Society, and 
that members are requested to bring to notice of the Society the 
misconduct of any member in not conforming to the above rules. 
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On motion, B. Fullerton Miles was elected a member of this 
Society. 

Drs. J. W. Snowden, C. D. Hendry, S. Birdsell, and R. M. 
Cooper were elected delegates to the State Medical Society, and 
Drs. Bowman Hendry, and T. F. Cullen, alternates. 

Drs. O. H. Taylor and E. J. Records, were elected delegates 
to the National Medical Association, and Dr. J. V. Schenck and 
C. D. Hendry, alternates. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: Dr. 
C. D. Hendry, President. Dr. J. W. Snowden, Vice-President. 
Dr. T. F. Cullen, Secretary and Treasurer. 

A communication from L. L. Chapman, on “ The Physical 
Laws of Nature’s Changes,” &c., was received, for which he re- 
ceived the thanks of the Society. 

Dr. B. W. Blackwood was appointed to deliver the next an- 
nual address. 

Drs. Taylor, Woodruff, and Records were appointed a Commit- 
tee to report on the diseases incident to the county, at the next 
annual meeting of the Society. 

On motion, Resolved, That an abstract of the Minutes be pub- 
lished in the New Jersey Medical Reporter. 

On motion, adjourned. 

T. F. CULLEN, Secretary. 





EDITOR’S TABLE. 
Report of the Eastern Lunatic — of the City of Williamsburg, Virginia. 


This is an able and interesting Report, and we would be glad, if we could, 
to give a resumé of its contents. Dr. John M. Galt, the superintendent 
and physician, has succeeded in recording some of the most interesting 
statistics and physiological observations we have seen :— 


“ The number of patients, who have been inmates of the Eastern Lunatic 
Asylum, since the 30th of September, 1850, is 238. 

“Of these, 144 were males, and 94 females. 

“The number of patients on the lst of October, 1850, was 193, viz.: 115 
males, and 78 females. 

“ Since the 30th of September, 1850, 45 have been received; 29 of these 
were males, and 16 females. 
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“The number of discharges is 21, viz.: 12 males and 9 females. 1 male 
patient eloped. 

“The number of deaths is 23; 18 males and 5 females. 

“The number of patients at present is 193, viz.: 113 males and 80 fe- 


males.” 


LT’ Union Médicale de la Louisiane; Revue Mensuelle. Editeurs Redacteurs, 
Cuartes Detery, D.M.P., et Epovarp Martin, D.M.P. Imprimerie 
Meridier, rue Condé 50. Nouvelle Orléans. $4 00 par an. 


This interesting and valuable monthly has reached the seventh month of 
its existence. It should receive a hearty support, of which it seems worthy, 
not only from the French and Creole physicians of the South-West, but from 
others who are desirous of keeping up their knowledge of the language. 
It cannot lack for interesting original matter, as a large proportion of the 
physicians of Louisiana are more intimate with the French than the En- 
glish language, and many of them have received excellent European edu- 
cations. 


OBITUARY NOTICE. 


Died, June 15, at Drakeville, N. J., Dr. Ebenezer B. Woodruff, aged 
seventy-five years. 





ECLECTIC AND SUMMARY DEPARTMENT. 


Case of Dislocation of the Femur, reduced by Dr.Reid’s method. By J. H. 
Beecu, M. D., Cold Water, Michigan.—I am induced to send you the fol- 
lowing report of a case of dislocation of the head of the femur downward 
and backward: first, because of the rarity of this accident; and secondly, 
on account of the perfect adaptation of Dr. Reid’s femoral lever to the re- 
duction of this luxation. 

March 28, 1852. Was called into the house of Mr. Samuel Otis, about 
noon, to see his son, aged two years andone month. Learned that, the day 
before, he was on his hands and knees, when his brother, two and a quarter 
years older, jumped suddenly upon his back, by which he was instantly 
brought to the floor upon his face and left shoulder, with the left leg under 
him. His screams were violent, and continued to be so whenever the limb 
was moved upon the body. The mother was obliged to keep him in her 
arms ina partially flexed position most of the time, and even then he seemed 
to suffer considerably. 

I found the thigh slightly swollen; the toes inverted ; and the limb half 
an inch longer than the sound one, when both were made straight, which 
gave great pain. 

When laid upon the back with the thighs at right angles with the body, 
the knee was more than half an inch lower than the sound one. Laying 
upon the face, the body upon a pillow, the trov-hanter major was found far- 
ther back than the tuber ischii, and farther from the crest of the ilium, and 
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also, the flatness between the crest and the trochanter, contrasted strongly 
with the roundness of the other side. 

There was no crepitation, nor any difference in the length of the femurs, 
that I could discern. My diagnosis was, of course, dislocation of the head 
of the femur upon the spine of the ischium, or into the lesser ischiatic notch. 
From the violence of his cries during the examination, I thought an anx- 
sthetic advisable, but as he resisted the inhalation with great energy, it was 
not persevered in, thinking it better to try, first, “‘ Dr. Reid’s method.” 

Accordingly, the little patient was laid on his back upon a hard bed, with 
the shoulders confined by the mother, and the pelvis and right leg held firm 
by the father, while I proceeded to flex the thigh upon the body, and the 
leg upon the thigh (allowing the toes to take their own direction, that of 
inversion), carrying the knee over the right thigh in its passage upward. 
When a little higher than at a right angle, I was confident that I felt the head 
of the femur come in contact with the edge of the acetabulum, upon which, 
Lincreased the adduction, and continued the flexion, bringing the knee pretty 
firmly upon the body, and then allowed it to move outward, upon which a 
sensation of gentle crushing, or sliding, was felt, and the patient altered the 
tone of his cries very perceptibly. The limb was now brought flat upon the 
bed, and all restraintremoved. The position of the toes and length of the 
limb were found to correspond precisely with the sound one, and after re- 
maining quiet a moment he asked to be taken up, but made no complaint as 
before, on being moved. He now sat erect on the lap with both hip and 
knee joints at right angles, and said, cheerfully, ‘I aint sick now.” 

The reduction did not take half as long, and seemed no more painful than 
my examination had been. My own feelings were so much like “‘ ecstasy” 
in the conclusion, that I was “very much obliged” to Dr. Reid, notwith- 
standing all his competitors for the Sener of priority in the use of the shaft 
of the femur as a lever to reduce luxations of the head upward, &c. 

If my letter has not become too lengthy, it may possess enough practical 
interest to be laid before professional readers. It is most respectfully sub- 
mitted to your judgment, and I shall not object to seeing it condensed 
. clipped with severity, provided verity prevails. Perhaps I should add 
that— 

30th. Patient was comfortable ; leg somewhat swollen ; has tried to step 
on it, but cried from pain. 

May 17. The father says the boy has been as well as ever for some time. 
—Buffalo Medical Journal. 


The Empire Spring at Saratoga. By L. E. Wuartine, M. D.—I wish to 
call the attention of the profession (through your valuable Journal) to the 
New Empire Spring. It has not been much used as a remedial agent until 
within the last five years, but is now rapidly coming into use. We have 
long felt the need of a water at Saratoga Springs which would be powerfully 
alterative, without the (iron) tonic ingredients. 

Many of the invalids visiting our Springs, have difficulties more or less 
involving the lungs, and they have found the free use of Congress water 
(which, by the way, is an invaluable medicine for many diseases) to pro- 
duce a tightness of the chest, dry cough, and general febrile excitement, 
much to their annoyance. Lung diseases having greatly increased within 
a few years, we have felt an increasing embarrassment in — our 
iron waters to patients laboring under such difficulties, and our attention 
was anxiously called to the analysis of the New Empire Spring. 

The almost entire absence of our enemy (iron), and the harmonious com- 
bination of its ingredients, constrained us to think it no mean water, and as 
an almost providential discovery in our emergency—and so it has proved. 
VoL. V.—28 
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After testing it for several years, we find our most sanguine hopes more 
than realized. 

I am now using it with the greatest freedom in pulmonary diseases, and 
with the most satisfactory results. Instead of febrile action and a hot skin, 
I find in most cases a mild sudorific effect very soothing to my patients. In 
severe cases of dyspepsia, when the usual salutary effects of the other springs 
have failed, or have been too irritating, I have prescribed this with marked 
success. 

Persons afflicted with scrofulous diseases are also using this water with 
the most signal improvement.—Boston Med. & Surg. Journal. 

Saratoga Springs, May 4, 1852. 

Prevention of Salivation. By Grorce Stearns, M. D.—I wish to commu- 
nicate a fact to you that has recently fallen under my observation, which 
may be of some interest to the profession generally. All physicians are 
aware of the salivating effect of calomel, and of the inconvenience that 
arises from sore mouths and other irritating complaints that affect the pa- 
tients. Ihave had several persons under my care to whom I have been 
obliged to administer calomel, which I have mixed with supercarbonate of 
soda, in the proportion of about twice the amount by weight of soda. To 
one patient in particular, whom I have attended for about ten weeks, I have 
given three grains of calomel with six grains of soda daily for five weeks, 
besides administering it frequently during the rest of the time. As yet, he 
has not suffered at all from the salivating effect of the calomel, which has 
nevertheless been very beneficial to him. Is it possible that these were all 
persons not susceptible to salivation? Or isthe absence of salivation to be 
attributed to the supercarbonate of soda ?—Jbid. 

Groton, Mass., May, 1852. 


Ona New Method of Treatment applicable to certain Cases of Epiphora. 
By Wi.u1am Bowman, F. RS., Professor of Physiology and of General and 
Morbid Anatomy in King’s College, &e.—In this elegant communication, 
Mr. Bowman directs attention to the inconveniences resulting from displace- 
ments outwards of the puncta lachrymalia, and to closure of the puncta or 
canaliculi following mechanical injury or ulceration, and suggests an opera- 
tion for their relief. 

In the most aggravated examples of this displacement—namely, in ectro- 
pion—the stillicidium lachrymarum frequently subsides in a marked degree, 
in consequence of the diminished sensibility of the everted mucous surface 
of the lid, by exposure to the atmosphere; and no operation may be called 
for on this account. ; 

Sometimes, however, a slight chronic inflammation of that part of the 
conjunctiva lying near the punctum, produces thickening and eversion of 
the punctum, or the same result is brought about by a sort of chronic eczema 
of the lower lid, which produces general, though moderate contraction. These 
conditions require attentive examination to detect them, but they produce, 
trifling as they seem, all the distress which is occasioned by constant lachry- 
mation; and the reason is thus stated by Mr. Bowman. We recommend 
the argument to the next writer on natural theology, as being one of the 
most pleasing examples of design ever adduced in support of an All-wise 
Designer :— 

“It is a remarkable fact, that an extremely slight displacement outwards 
will destroy the function of the lower punctum, and the following considera- 
tions are offered in explanation of it. The puncta are naturally so placed, 
as to be either altogether on the conjunctival aspect of the lid (as in some 
of the lower animals), or else (as in man) at the very margin at which the 
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skin and conjunctiva blend. Now skin differs from mucous membrane, in 
the superficial layers of the cuticle being rendered greasy by the sebaceous 
secretion, so that they throw off water as greased paper does ; whereas, the 
corresponding part of mucous membrane is moist, and water adheres to it. 
To apply this to the eyelids, and their relation to the passage of the lachrymal 
fluid: the tears have to be directed towards the puncta, and to enter these 
orifices; and if the skin were not greasy up to the margin of the lids, the 
tears would be very apt, indeed would be certain, to ooze over the tarsal 
margin on to the cheek. Theskin of the lids is, however, exceedingly delicate 
and thin, and deficient in sebaceous follicles. But to supply this want, 
there is a great development of sebaceous glands, placed so as to pour their 
secretion on the margin of the lid, close upon the line of junction of the 
skin with the mucous membrane—on that part where there must be a con- 
stant tendency for the moisture of the mucous membrane to soak through 
and wet the surface of the cuticle, and yet where it is so essential to the 
retention of the tears, that the skin should be greasy. So that I regard 
the Meibomian glands as existing, not for the purpose, as stated in ana- 
tomical works, of preventing the agglutination of the lids when closed 
(which would be more likely to happen here, without sebaceous matter, 
than it is to occur between the lips of the orifice of the urethra), but for 
the purpose of maintaining that greasy state of the surface of the cuticle at 
the margin of the lid, which prevents the tears from escaping over the 
cheek. And I may add that the probable use of that sebaceous gland, 
called the caruncle, is to throw the tears into a little pool above it, where 
they may be taken up by the puncta; for even the lower mag ee glides 
above the caruncle in the winking movements of the lids. Now it appears 
that the punctum, though situated on the confines of the skin and mucous 
membrane, partakes only of the character of the latter. Its margin is 
always naturally moistened by the tears, and is not greasy. The mucous 
surface on its inner side, over which the tears approach it, is also moist and 
conjunctival. Now in the cases to which attention has been called, the 
punctum has its margin greasy and cuticular, as a consequence of its dis- 
placement and exposure, and the membrane on its inner side is similarly 
changed, so that the tears are prevented from coming up to it, and do not 
wet it, but collect in a drop at the caruncle. Andif the punctum is pushed 
back into contact with the tears, its margin instantly throws off the moist- 
ure, and cannot be wetted by it. In some cases, a margin of ,th of an 
inch of greasy membrane on the conjunctival side of the punctum, is suffi- 
cient to destroy its function.” (pp. 339, 340.) 


The remedy for these evils accidentally suggested itself to Mr. Bowman 
whilst examining the eye of a female who, many years before, had torn the 
lachrymal canal completely across, and in whom the orifice still remained 
open. It occurred to him that a similar division of the lachrymal canal 
might afford a new way into the lachrymal sac in some cases of epiphora ; 
while experience showed him that such an orifice in the canaliculus would 

robably not contract, but remain permanently open. He accordingly put 
his idea to the test in a case of eversion of the punctum consequent on 
eczema of the lower lid; and having introduced a probe into the punctum, 
and then brought it out through a slight wound made in the conjunctival 
surface of the canal, he slit up the canal for a short distance towards the 

unctum. ‘This operation established a sort of artificial canal or drain, lead- 
ing into the sac, which answered admirably so long as it remained open. 
Some difficulty was experienced in maintaining its patency ; but, on repeat- 
ing the operation in other cases, Mr. Bowman has found it sufficient to slit 
up the canal from the punctum, and to break down the newly-formed ad- 
hesions with a probe, for two or three times in succession, after they have 
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formed, after which this artificial entrance remains permanently open. He 
suggests, also, that the same operation may be resorted to in cases of ob- 
structed puncta or canals, where the point of obstruction is sufficiently far 
from the sac to allow the canal to be slit up through the conjunctiva, as it 
is essential that the canaliculus itself should furnish the channel.—Brit. & 
For. Medico-Chirurg. Review. 


On Insanity as induced by the Silent System of Imprisonment. By M. 
Joret.—M. Joret, who is physician to the Female House of Correction at 
Vannes, seems to have studied the unfortunate beings placed under his 
charge with the eye of a philosopher; and we regret that we have not 
space to transcribe some of his preliminary remarks upon the character- 
istics of a prison population. He describes it as a separate caste of society, 
which must always exhibit a larger proportion of insane than is met with 
amongst persons at large; and declares that a careful study of their pecu- 
liarities, made whilst living amidst them, must lead to the conviction that 
the “‘ moralization” of the great majority is wellnigh impossible, whatever 
system may be adopted. His observation confirms the opinion of those 
who believe that real good is rather to be effected by snatching the children 
of these wretched beings from the demoralizing influences that surround 
them. The great majority of the women who are admitted at Vannes can 
neither read nor write ; but a large portion of them manifest great, and 
for society a dangerous, intelligence. Some of the worst thieves admitted 
are those who, when in prison, show themselves most tractable and obedient 
to the regulations, nage these exert not the slightest reformatory effect 
upon them. The class of prisoners who seem most amenable to rate 
at their reformation, are those committed for infanticide, being usually 
country girls of very limited capacity and most absolute ignorance. 

Treating of the influences exerted by the silent system, the author 
observes, that it is especially ill-suited for so conversational a people as the 
French ; and that the majority of the female prisoners undergo punishment 
upon punishment, rather than not indulge in their propensity to speak. 
It is not these, however, who become insane :— 

“But amidst these, other prisoners are found; and be it observed they 
are the quietest, and those who fulfil their tasks with most punctuality, lead 
more meditative lives, and are sensitive to punishment. They live solitary 
amidst others, and have a conscience which yet speaks to them. They are 
sincerely repentant, and it is because they desire to make amends for their 
offences or their crimes by wna apt, conduct, that they seek carefully to 
avoid incurring any punishment. They are constantly engaged in over- 
coming themselves ; but in most cases their success is attended with such 
a constant state of mental tension, as to lead to disturbed menstruation, 
cephalalgia, giddiness, singing in the ears, and afterwards to perversion of 
the intellect.” (Tom. xiv. 334.) 

Condemnable, indeed, would any system of punishment be, if its worst 
effects were wreaked upon the least deserving objects of it. A tendency to 
insanity may be also called into activity (for we doubt not that criminals 
should be regarded as possessing a cerebral organization rendering them 
prone to become insane) by the mere chagrin which any form of imprison- 
ment would produce, as also by the deficient amount of bodily exercise, 
especially in such of the prisoners as had, prior to their incarceration, been 
accustomed to much of this. M. Joret, by means of synoptical tables, 
endeavored to set forth the influence of each of these circumstances in the 
cases that have occurred at Vannes. Between the years 1842-6 there were 

itted 872 women, and of this number 68 became insane. But as 38 of 
ese had already exhibited signs of insanity prior to their arrival, their 
es are eliminated in considering the effect of the silent system, leaving 
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thirty for comment. Each of these cases is detailed; but we have only 
space to state the general results. Of the entire 68, the greater number 
were between 30 and 40 years of age, fewer between 20 and 30, and fewer 
still between 40 and 60—a result conformable to that drawn by Georget 
from 4409 cases. The numbers of those who had been found guilty of 
robbery (43 of 68) far surpassed that of all other crimes put together; as 
might be expected, indeed, from the larger proportion of committals for 
crime against property than against persons. As to the form of the dis- 
ease, it showed itself as monomania in 41, as acute mania in 14, as imbe- 
cility in 12—all these last manifesting it on admission. Of the 30 cases 
which commenced within the prison, 11 became developed between the 
third and sixth month of imprisonment, 6 between the eighth and tenth 
month, 6 between the twelfth and fifteenth, and 7 between eighteen months 
and three years. These thirty cases are arranged by M. Joret in three 
categories. In the first, consisting of fourteen cases, the primary cause of 
the insanity seemed to be the absolute silence insisted upon. In the second 
(ten cases), the women were the victims of severe chagrin; and in these 
the silent system seemed to have acted secondarily. The six cases of the 
third category are attributed to defective exercise, one or both of the other 
two causes co-operating. Admitting the validity of all these causes, we 
are quite unable, after the perusal of the author’s cases, to discover the 
reasons which have guided him in apportioning out their respective opera- 
tion in each instance. Notwithstanding the advantages of the earliest 
treatment, and removal to hospitals for the insane, only eight recoveries 
occurred amongst these thirty cases! M. Joret, comparing the proportions 
of insane among persons at liberty, or prisoners in general, and in those 
submitted to the silent system, states the first as 1, the second as 12, and 
the last as 37 per 1000; but the figures from which he deduces these pro- 
portions are, we believe, too inexact, and not sufficiently numerous, to be 
relied upon. We regard his paper, however, as an important contribution 
towards the mass of facts that will require examination, for the solution of 
one of the most important social problems of the time.—Brit. and For. 
Medico- Chirurg. Review. 


Suppositories. By A. B. Taytor.—As our National Dispensatory gives 
no account of this valuable class of medicinal applications (suppositoria) 
a brief notice of their preparation, in the American Journal of Pharmacy, 
will perhaps be serviceable to some of its readers. Though hitherto but 
little employed in this country, suppositories have long been extensively 
used in Frast They have recently, however, attracted the attention of 
some of our physicians, and bid fair to grow into much more general demand. 

They may be described as medicated compounds of a stiff consistence, 
designed to be introduced into the rectum, and serving the purposes of the 
ordinary clysters or injections (Hnemata). They are applicable in all cases 
of constipation, or of irritability, or inflammation of the lower intestines; and 
have the advantage over liquid injections, of more easy introduction, as well 
as of greater comfort and cleanliness ; and they may sometimes be retained, 
when liquids would not. There is, perhaps, no substatice so well adapted to 
serve as the vehicle of these applications, as the butter of cocoa (olewm 
cacao), as no combinations of suet, spermaceti, or wax, &c., combine in so 
great a degree the proper hardness or firmness of substance, with the re- 
quisite fusibility. 

The following formula, is a prescription of Dr. S. W. Mitchell, and has 
been considerably used :— 

Take of Cocoa butter Ziss; ; 
Powdered opium gr. xii. #; 
Mix, and make into twelve suppositories. , 
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The butter of cocoa is to be melted by a gentle heat. The opium is then 
to be well rubbed up with a small quantity of the fluid, until thoroughl 
incorporated, and the remainder of the melted butter gradually added. 
When cool and slightly thickened, the mass, being well stirred, should then 
be poured into paper cones.* If the cocoa butter is too fluid when trans- 
ferred to the moulds, the opium will settle to the apex of the cone, and not 
be properly diffused through the substance. When perfectly hard, these 
cones should then be pared or scraped at the base, until they weigh just 
one drachm—giving one grain of opium to each suppository. Practically, 
therefore, it will be necessary to make one less than the required number 
—reserving the parings for another operation. 

The following formula has been prescribed by Dr. Pancoast :— 


Take of Cocoa butter i; 
Extract of krameria il; 
Powdered opium gr. Vv; 


Mix, and make into ten suppositories, as above. 


It is stated that cocoa butter is much esteemed in France, for its supposed 
healing qpoliiies, and is a favorite application in cases of piles. With pow- 
dered galls, or tannic acid, this substance would therefore probably form a 
useful substitute for the ordinary pile ointment. The proportions to be 

loved, would of course be regulated entirely by the physician’s order. 

n Dorvav.t’s French work on Practical Pharmacy, suppositories are de- 
scribed as varying from the size of the little finger to that of the thumb; 
and weighing from 3i} to 3ii} (five to ten grammes). The author gives as 
a formula for the vehicle, butter of cocoa melted with an eighth part, by 
weight, of white wax; or as an inferior substitute, and one less used, com- 
mon tallow mixed with the same proportion of wax. Soap suppositories 
are formed by simply cutting soap into convenient shapes. Suppositories 
are also prepared from honey, by boiling down this substance till it becomes 
sufficiently hard to retain its shape. There are also formule given for an- 
thelmintic, anti-hemorrhoidal, astringent, emmenagogue, laxative, and 
vaginal suppositories ; as well as belladonna, calomel, cicuta, mercurial, and 
quinine suppositories. 

In Gray’s Supplement to the Pharmacopeia, there is given the following 
formula for a suppository ; taken from the Codex Medic. Hamburg, 1845. 


R. Aloes vi; 
Common salt iss ; 
Spanish soap 3iss; 
Starch viii. 


Mix, and make into a mass with honey, and then form into cones of the 
required size.—American Journal of Pharmacy. 


On the Functions of the Great Sympathetic Nerve, or the Nerve of Organic 
Life. By Wm. Gries, M.D., of the city of Reading, Pennsylvania.—In an 
essay which I had the honor of reading before the ‘ Medical Society of the 
city of Reading and county of Berks,” on the 6th of April last, and again 
before the “‘ Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania,” at its annual 
session in the last week in May, at Philadelphia, I made the following 
cursory remark: “‘ Upon serious reflection, I fTooked upon all diseases as 
being under*the influence of some cause affecting more particularly the 
organic nervous system, prostrating it, and disturbing its proper action; and 
I concluded that this must be corrected; and it appeared to me that the 


* These moulds should be made of sized or writing paper, and may be conveniently 
placed in shallow boxes of sand, to preserve their position. 
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sulphate, of quinine, in proper doses, would do this better than any other 
medicine.” If I am not deficient in information, the opinion held by the 

rofession in general, with reference to the functions of the organic nerve, 
8, that it may be compared to lines of telegraphic wires extending from 
one organism to another, to give mutual information how each performs its 
functions, and to combine all the organisms in a concert of action, to work 
out the great objects of manifesting life. This I have been led to consider 
a very imperfect and partial view; and I have been perfectly astounded 
that the views brought out, more than thirty years ago, by Dr. » ae Copland, 
of England, and so ably extended and maintained in his great work, the 
Dictionary of Practical Medicine, should have attracted so little attention 
from the profession. The more I have studied the subject: in his writings, 
and by my own observations upon the diseases that have come under my 
notice, the more have I been convinced of their truthfulness ; and I refer with 
confidence to the cases recorded in my essay above referred to, as illustra- 
tive and confirmatory of those views. Whilst I was making those observ- 
ations, I was perfectly electrified when L read, in the April number of the 
American Journal of the Medical Sciences, the experiments performed on the 
great sympathetic nerve by M. Claude Bernard; and before I had finished 
the reading of that short notice, I was irresistibly convinced that it fully 
confirmed all those views of Dr. Copland. I reasoned thus: If the destruc- 
tion of a small cervical branch of the sympathetic has the effect of producing 
those results stated in that notice, it must of necessity follow, that an impair- 
ment of its vitality must, in a degree commensurate with the degree of that 
impairment, be followed by similar results on the whole system. I think 
that I may safely say that I have now treated more than one hundred cases, 
similar to those recorded in my essay above referred to, upon the same plan, 
and I hesitate not to say that, without a single exception, with equal suc- 
cess. In the observations I have made upon those cases, I have much ex- 
tended Copland’s views, as far as their record has come under my review. 
I now look upon the great sympathetic as God’s prime-minister, appointed 
to preside over the whole organization of man, and to actuate and regulate 
all its vital actions, both physical and mental. 

I believe that the nervous system of animal life is as much under its in- 
fluence and guidance for the performance of its proper functions as any 
other organism in the body. In further illustration of my views I am 
tempted to say, with trembling awe, fearing that it borders on blasphemy, 
that the combined nervous systems are a triune government; that the great 
sympathetic operates through the system of animal life, and emanating 
from both, the nervous fluid, or whatever name I may give it, manifests its 
power and action on the organism. 

In illustration and confirmation of my views, which I have so categori- 
cally stated, I shall now recite other cases, and make observations upon 
them. As I have been myself the chief subject of experiment, I must now, 
even at the risk of being accused of egotism, give something of my per- 
sonal history. However, I feel confident that the true physiological in- 
quirer, for whom alone I write, will clear me of such an imputation. 

About forty-six years ago, when I was ten years of age, I had the inter- 
mittent fever for three months, of a tertian form. I could not retain suf- 
ficient cinchona on my stomach to interrupt or put a stop to the paroxysms, 
and my physician gave me frequent emeties without attaining that end ; and 
I began to hate him and his emetics; for the sight of him was almost 
enough to make me vomit. I remember well yet, that in the latter part of 
my sufferings, when the paroxysm was at its height, I would have a sensa- 
tion as if my head was expanding, and at last filling the whole house that 
I was in; when, of a sudden, I would be transported to the edge of a pre- 
cipice or a chasm, and, in the act of toppling over, I would scream out in 
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agony; and my father would lead me or carry me about, which seemed to 
relieve me. From that time onward, all my mental faculties seemed to be 
blunted. My memory was less retentive; I was stupid and drowsy. I 
would frequently, when a grown-up young man, fall asleep in the midst of 
company, even that of young ladies. I tried various plans to counteract 
it—low diet, &c.—but all without effect. Notwithstanding this impairment 
of my mental faculties, I never lost my appetite for mental food. I was 
mentally omnivorous. I thought frequently of Bacon’s aphorism, “ read- 
ing makes a full man, writing a correct man, and conversation a read 
man,” and I often resolved to be governed by it, but never succeeded. 
would add to the first branch—it also makes a dull and stupid man ; for reple- 
tion with mental food has the same stupefying effect that repletion has upon 
our physical organization. That I never benefited by the second is abund- 
antly evident from the specimen before the reader. I have no power for 
precision in language; consequently, I employ figures or analogies for 
illustration. I take hold of a figure, but I don’t carry it out; and as I pass 
on, I fling away one and grasp at another, as it comes readily to hand. I 
have written but little, and, with the unfaithful steward, I buried my one 
talent, and took credit to myself for doing so. With reference to the last 
branch, I had but little opportunity to benefit myself, until the formation 
of the American Medical Association, and its auxiliaries. 

I tried various means to excite my mental faculties ; all alcoholic stimu- 
lants, distilled or fermented, always rendered‘me more stupid.. When phre- 
nology came in vogue I paid considerable attention to the subject, and 
came to the conclusion that my brain, being a very large one, was made of 
very coarse material, and was never intended for literary or scientific occu- 
pation; and the rest of my physical structure being of little strength, I 
was led to fear that I was but poorly fitted for any station. As regards the 
* phrenological development of some of the organs, veneration is very defi- 
cient, so that it requires a continual effort to properly venerate the Author 
of my being; but firmness, or what in me might, perhaps, more correctly 
be called stubbornness, is very strongly developed. Now the subject is 
described; next come the experiments. 

At an early period of the prevalence of the peculiar state of disease de- 
scribed in the essay referred to above, I found my health deteriorating ; my 
hepatic secretions and my bowels were particularly affected; it seemed pa- 
roxysmal, generally worse late in the scm and night. On account of 
being, for many years, a sufferer from emphysema of the lungs, I feared 
the use of quinia in large doses. I used mercurial alteratives and mild 
laxatives, to mend the secretions, but they would not be mended. My ap- 
petite was impaired, my strength failed, and I was unapt for mental or 

hysical exertion. I determined, at length, by observing the benefit result- 
ing to others from large doses of quinine, to use it on myself. I commenced 
by taking ten grains in the evening, before goin to bed; it was followed, 
in about one hour, bya slight tremor in my hands, and in fact in all the 
voluntary muscles; but what completely and agreeably surprised me, and 
what I had not, in the smallest degree, anticipated, was the clearness and 
expansion of my mental faculties; I could think more clearly ; and, after 
the lapse of about two hours, I fell asleep, and slept more soundly than I 
had for many years (for although I was always drowsy more or less, un- 
less engaged in bodily exercise, yet I never slept soundly, and my awaken- 
ing was not sudden). I felt much better in the morning, more inclined to 
attend to my duties, and more capable of attention. 

Upon reflection, through the day, I concluded that I had taken an over- 
charge (like an overcharge of an electric battery), and I took a diminished 
dose in the evening. It was followed by less tremor, but equally sound 
sleep and readiness for mental and bodily action. . In a few days, I brought 
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the dose to five grains, and took it before breakfast in the morning: at this 
dose it produced no tremor, and was followed by all the good desired. I 
have been taking it regularly now for four months, with an occasional inter- 
ruption of two or three days. My appetite has been good, my secretions 
are corrected, my mind and body are invigorated; I have had no occasion 
for alteratives or purgatives. Ina word, 1 have enjoyed life more for the 
last four months, than I had done for forty-six years. I had for a consider- 
able time held the view that the remote cause of ague operated upon the 
great sympathetic, impairing, in some manner, its functions, and that this 
impairment was the proximate cause of ague; now I feel perfectly con- 
vinced of its truth, and, in my own case, reason: that my protracted ague, 
at ten years of age, impaired the power of the sympathetic, and that the 
sulph. quinie has restored that power. I further believe that that terrific 
disease, tetanus, may reasonably be ascribed to the impairment of the su- 

erintending power of the sympathetic over the nervous system of animal 
ife, and that the latter runs furiously wild without the controlling check of 
the former. And I further believe that in very large doses of quinia, fre- 
gee repeated, will be found the remedy for this opprobrium of medicine. 

ay, I go still further, and believe that even hydrophobia will yet submit to it. 
I feel that I am riding a hobby, and I am terrified when I reflect that many 
men of much superior capacity and experience have been engulfed in the 
slough and quagmire by not restraining their hobbies; yet I cannot find 
prudence enough to draw in the reins of mine; his gait is so pleasant, I 
eannot look down, but up, and under a charm I go ahead. I write this 
only, as it were, to call for help, that, if my friends see my danger, they 
may cry out and stop me. 

I hope that no one will understand me to say that the sulph. quinine is 
a remedy for all kinds of morbid action in the sympathetic. It is intended 
only in its dynamic action. It is only the remedy when it is in an adyna- 
mic state, to raise it to its proper standard, and to re-establish it in its pro- 
per office. Thus far my experience warrants me. That other morbid states 
may arise requiring different therapeutic agents, I have no doubt; but I do 
not understand them. My main object is to draw attention to its functions 
and to excite inquiry. 

I have found it necessary to use more tonics of all sorts during the last six 
months, than I did during ten years before, in proportion to the number of 
patients. Indeed, twenty-five years ago,I was inexperienced enough to believe 
that tonics might be expunged from the list of therapeutic agents. In order 
to show the perfect safety of the large doses of quinine, spoken of in my 
former essay, I will state, rather minutely, the case of a little girl, now two 
years of age. She was from birth of a delicate constitution, always very 
restless. About six months ago, when I was called to see her, she had 
pretty poe ag symptoms of inflammation of the brain; I got her 
over it with difficulty, and she had a protracted convalescence. During an 
early period of the epidemic scarlatina of last winter she was attacked with 
that disease, and had a slow convalescence. About six weeks ago, she was 
taken with a severe attack of measles. 

I ought to have mentioned that she was, almost from birth, affected by a 
slight cough. After the measles passed off, she was weak, fretful, and 
sleepless. I had to give her opiates, and then again alteratives, to do away 
the mischief that the opium had done. I thought, in her convalescence 
from scarlet fever, that she was affected by the general epidemic infiuence, 
and I gave her, several times, two-grain doses of quinia with benefit. 

During the ——— recovery from measles, I gave, on the 2lst of May, 
four grains of sulph. quinia, in the evening; next morning, the mother 
reported that she had slept better that night than she had for many nights 
before, and awoke much more cheerful. I gave her again four grains of 
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quinia, and the next morning her mother remarked, when I called to see 
her, “ Doctor, it is very strange that Amelia always, when she takes that 
white medicine, sleeps better than on anything else, and awakes more cheer- 
ful.” On the 24th of May, as I was preparing to go to Philadelphia, I left a 
mixture of four grains of sulph. quin., to be given on the 28th, to prevent a 
relapse. Last evening, her mother sent for some drops to make her sleep, 
and I sent the four-grain quinia mixture ; this morning (June 4th), I found 
she had slept well on it, and was very cheerful, 

I think it not out of place here to state another very remarkable case. On 
the 10th of April, I was called to a lady who had borne three children, at 
single births, who are all living. She had been sick five days, under the 
hands of another doctor. I found her vomiting blood largely ; she had great 
tenderness over the epigastrium ; a costive state of bowels. She had also 
occasional bleeding from the nose. She thought that she might be two 
months enceinte. Her tongue, when protruded, was contracted, pointed, and 
of a deep red. Her doctor had given her laudanum and ether for her pain! 
and hot strong cinnamon tea to stop vomiting! According to her account, 
she had had an hemorrhagic diathesis from her youth up. 

I commenced my treatment by interdicting all that had been done; and 
ordered cups to the epigastrium, and an enema of turpentine and castor-oil. 
I directed them to saturate Jemon juice with table salt, and to put a tea- 
spoonful of this into half a pint of iced water, and to use this altogether 
for her drink. She immediately improved on this; but the case proved ex- 
ceedingly protracted and intractable. On the Ist of May, I tried nitr. ar- 
genti with opium, but I had soon to desist, for it irritated thestomach. I then 
tried creosote in small doses, but it would not answer. On the 4th of May, 
I determined to use the sulph. quinia, because I had observed for several 
days a paroxysm every afternoon, manifesting itself by a little coldness of 
the knees and crampy pain of the stomach, with distressing nausea and 
vomiting of blood; but her stomach would not tolerate the quinine. I 
then made up my mind to introduce the quinine, in large doses, into the 
rectum, on the 6th of May. But early in the morning her husband came 
into my office, to tell me that she insisted upon having a homeopathic doc- 
tor. He attended her three days with great promises but no performance ; 
when they applied to one of our old physicians, of the old school. On the 
15th of May, they begged of me to take the case again in hand. Upon 
visiting her, I found her exceedingly prostrated and emaciated. I imme- 
diately proceeded to carry out my project; and from the 15th to the 21st of 
May, I had administered eighty grains of sulph. quiniw, by enemata. On 
the 24th of May I left her fairly convalescent. was absent nine days, 
and on the day before my return she had a slight relapse; of this she is 
now cured, by twenty grains of quinine by enema.—Medical Examiner. 


On the Effect of Baths of Whey. Translated from L’ Abeille Médicale for 
the N. J. Medical Reporter—On the 17th of May last, Dr. Niepee read 
_— the Academy of Sciences of Paris a paper on the action of baths of 
whey. 

In a former paper, published three years since, on “ the Action of Whey 
Baths,” either pure or in the state of mixture with the sulphuretted water 
of Allevard, Mr. Niepce related several instances proving that, in a large 
number of nervous affections, the use of these baths was attended with 
beneficial results. 

Since that time, says he, what the author then advanced has been con- 
firmed by numerous cases of recovery from gastralgia, enteralgia, hysteria, 
and other diseases dependent on disturbance of the nervous functions. 

There is, moreover, another class of complaints for which many invalids 
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have been in the habit of coming to Allevard to take the whey baths. These 
are various diseases of the heart. 

Having observed that in most of the patients, when they were immersed 
in the bath, the pulse became reduced in a very remarkable manner—to 
that degree as to give but 34 pulsations, Mr. Niepce has carefully noticed 
the condition of the circulation in all the patients. 

The data which he has collected of 217 invalids who have made use of 
— baths during the years 1849, 1850, 1851, have furnished the following 
results :— 

In os cases the pulsations were reduced to - : 

“cc 31 “ec r ~ . pa 4 A 

“ 94 sé as - es “ a o 

It is to the lactic acid, the writer believes, that this moderation in the 
circulation ought in part to be attributed. 

Among the diseases of the heart, the most numerous cases for which the 
patients have come to use the whey baths, Mr. Niepce mentions nervous 
palpitations of the heart. 

Baths of whey have also been useful in some cases of palpitations, owing 
to organic injury of the heart, and in many cases of chlorosis. 


Collodion in Erysipelatous Inflammation. By Henry West, M.D. Read 
before the Belmont Medical Society, July 3, 1851.—It is not the design of 
this paper to go into the full per diem detail of the two cases that I propose 
to report, but merely to add my testimony in favor of a new remedy, as a 
local application, in cases of Erysipelatous Inflammation. 

Since the prevalence of Erysipelas, in this section of the country, has 
become so common, the practitioner naturally directs his attention to those 
remedies most likely to relieve and produce a cure. It has been my ex- 
perience, with all the local remedies in common use, in many cases to suc- 
ceed but partially, notwithstanding they have been applied with all the 
assiduity and to the full strength recommended by authors. There is no 
doubt that much good often arises from them. 

Case I.—H. A. had been laboring for a long time under an extensive 
abscess and ulceration in his right thigh, extending from the great tro- 
chanter almost to the knee. At the time the erysipelas attacked him, he 
was not under medical treatment. 

When called, Feb. 20, 1851, I found him laboring under great derange- 
ment of the secretions; and, indeed, the whole system; rigors, fever, loss of 
— tongue dry, bowels constipated, headache, pulse 110. 

commenced with the usual remedies for such condition, and directed the 
parts to be bathed freely with a solution of nitrate of silver, which was 
continued for three days; during which time the inflammation continued 
to extend, until it reached the ankle joint. I then commenced the use of 
the collodion, applied a thick coating of it over the inflamed surface, ex- 
tending it to some inch or more over the surrounding healthy integuments. 
On the next visit, the inflammation had not extended ; applied a new coat, 
and from that time there was no further spread of inflammation; and, in 
two days more, a very decided improvement had taken place, and he con- 
tinued to improve rapidly until the disease was entirely removed. 

Case I11.—Mrs. H., aged 55, has been subject to attacks of erysipelas of 
the face, for some years past. The last attack assumed a phlegmonous 
type, and had continued for 48 hours, before I first saw her, Accompany- 
ing the local disease, much constitutional disturbance was present. 

Prompt measures were resorted to, with the free use of nit. of silver, 
without abatement of the local symptoms, which had commenced on the 
forehead above the left eye. She complained of excessive burning and 
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soreness. From the first location the inflammation extended rapidly, with 
much cedema, over the scalp and across the left temple, closing the eye of 
that side. At my second visit there being no amelioration; I at once 
shaved the head, and applied a thick coating of the collodion over the whole 
inflamed surface, taking care to extend it an inch or more over the sur- 
rounding healthy surface. The burning ceased almost instantly. On my 
visit, next day, 1 was much gratified that but little further spreading had 
taken place. On inquiry of the patient, in relation to the burning and sore- 
ness, she replied, “that as soon as the nurse skinned it over, the burning 
and soreness immediately left.” These two cases are all that I have seen, 
since my attention was called to the subject. With the result of them I 
have been highly gratified, and, should others occur, I shall certainly apply 
it again. 

Since writing the above another case occurred. A child, aged 8 days, 
was attacked with erysipelas in the right hip, extending from the os 
coccygis nearly half way up the back, and around to the superior spinous 

rocess of the ilium. I at once coated the parts over freely with the col- 
odion, and, after the first application, it ceased to spread. It was only 
applied three times. 
rom the nature and pathology we must seek for a solution of the modus 
operandi of the remedy. 

We can see, in all cases of erysipelas, the most marked symptoms of 
inflammatory action—heat, redness, pain, and swelling. 

Hence the application of collodion is plain. First, it is refrigerant ; 
second constringent.— Trans. Belmont Medical Society. 


[Translated for the N. J. Medical Reporter.] 


Formule employed in Germany in the Treatment of Chronic Gout.—Dr. 
Rave recommends savine (Juniperus sabina), internally and externally, in 
cases where gout has produced rigidity of the limbs, or palsy. It is applied 
externally in the form of local baths, which are made with an infusion of 
savine, or friction may be employed over the affected parts with the essence 
of savine. For internal use, triturate together fifteen grammes* of sugar 
and an equal quantity of fresh savine leaves until they are thoroughly 
mixed ; the whole is then divided into twelve parts, the patient taking one 
every hour. Drs. Pfeuffer and Endlicher produced beneficial effeets from 
the association of calamus aromaticus with savine, in cases where a tonic 
gout is complicated with cedema of the affected parts. They recommend as 
very efficacious, when continued a long time, an aqueous infusion of the 
following mixture :— 


R 


Calamus aromaticus 90 grammes ; 
Sabina 60 " 


Infuse in a litre (about a quart) of boiling water. This quantity ought to 
serve for five days. 
Dr. Geeden recommends the following liniment in inveterate gout :— 


Phosphorus 2.8 grammes ; 
Ol. Sabine, 

Ol. Terebinth. 44 15 
G. Ammoniac 60 


The patient uses this liniment on leaving the bath. Kopp commends 
the external use of the following mixture :— 


“cc 


* The gramme is 15.434 grains Troy. 
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R. 
a? 
Bals. Peruvian. 44 75 grammes ; 
Ol. Sabinze 4 $ 


A pledget of lint is soaked with this, and applied to the affected part. 

Besides savine, two other empirical remedies have been recommended in 
Germany. 

Thus, Fischer states that he has employed with great success the bicar- 
bonate of soda in increasing doses, internally or externally ; he sometimes 
added the calamus aromaticus to the baths, 

Hufeland, in cases of gout complicated with contractions, or articular 
nodosities, has had recourse to fumigations with vapor from ants. These 
insects are to be procured in the months of June and July, preferring the 
large species, which are found in the woods. Boiling water is poured on 
the ants, and the patient holds the affected part in the vapor which rises. 
— Gazette des Hopitaux. 


Pathology and Treatment of Hooping-Cough.—In a letter to the editor, 
Dr. Witt1am J. Wauter, of Gloucester County, Va., gives his adhesion to 
the “conjectural pathology” of Pertussis, broached by Dr. Madison, in the 
October number of this journal.* 

Dr. W. says: “ Believing then, as I do now, that hooping-cough is a very 
obscure disease, and having gathered little or nothing from its pathology 
from the books, I determined to adopt Dr. M.’s pathology, whether ‘con- 
jectural’ or not, and, whenever an opportunity should present itself, to try 
his plan of treatment.” * * * 

“During the month of February, I had an opportunity of testing the 
practice in five or six of the most severe cases which I ever encountered, 
and I found this treatment (a single blister to the nuchz) to prove more 
efficient than any other which I had ever adopted. All my cases recovered 
rapidly, and without a vestige of cough remaining ; some were complicated 
with other serious disorders, but the treatment was uniformly the same; 
paying some attention to the condition of the bowels, &c., as occasion de- 
manded.” 

Dr. W. hopes that other members of the profession will investigate this 
subject, and give the result of their experience.— Stethoscope. 


New Treatment of Deafness.—“‘One of the latest efforts to restore to a 
deaf ear its original functions, consists in applying a cup that fits closely 
to the side of the head round the outer ear, and exhausting it with an air- 

ump. A common cupping apparatus answers every purpose, provided the 
glass will fit so well as to prevent the ingress of atmospheric air under the 
edge. In a variety of cases, the simple process of carrying on this ex- 
haustion till a new sensation is felt, something like extreme tension in the 
lining membrane of the meatus externus, is represented to restore the organ 
to its normal state. Under such circumstances, the theory of the remedy is, 
that deafness results from an impoverished flow of cerumen, in consequence 
of the inertia of the excretory ducts; and by taking off the atmospheric 
pressure, their proper fluid oozes out upon the tube, and instantly modifies 
the condition of the mechanism exterior to the drum. Having thus been 
roused from a state of torpor and suspended activity, they continue after- 
wards to act with energy. If they subsequently fall partially back to their 
abnormal condition, the pump must be reapplied as occasion may suggest. 
As there is no witchcraft about it, and almost every practitioner has a 
breast-pump, or similar contrivance, by which an experiment could be made, 


* See WV. J. Medical Reporter, vol. v. p. 124. 








422 Eclectic and Summary Department. 


and there being no hazard attending it, it may be worth a trial, and it is 
very possible that one out of a dozen cases might be essentially benefited 
by this simple operation.” 

The above notice, taken from the editorial department of the Boston 
Medical and Surgical Journal, will serve the purpose of directing attention 
to a new remedy for deafness; but we cannot transfer it to our pages with- 
out comment. In the first place, deafness being a common symptom or 
result of various and very dissimilar pathological conditions of the auditory 
apparatus, it is evident that the remedy cannot be applicable to all cases. 
Nor are we prepared to admit, with our respected brother editor, that there 
is “‘no hazard attending it.” It is highly probable, nay certain, that, by 
undue exhaustion of the cups, the membrane of the tympanum may be 
ruptured. We have not tried the “experiment” upon the dead body, so as 
to determine what force may be necessary to produce this rupture, nor do 
we know how much may be borne by the living without giving pain. Deaf- 
ness is sometimes the consequence of an inflammatory condition, more or 
less acute, of the organ; in which state of things it is difficult to conceive 
how the process can be otherwise than injurious. 

When there is a defect of circulation or an atony of the parts, cupping, 
judiciously resorted to, may be useful. It may possibly be advantageous 
in cases in which the membrane of the tympanum is already ruptured, for 
then it might tend to dislodge matters contained in the cavity of the tym- 
panum, by drawing a column of air through the Eustachian tube, and even 
to reopen this tube if it were obstructed. 

A similar procedure has been somewhere suggested for the treatment of 
impaired vision. It may be remembered that, a few years ago, the news- 
pepers were filled with the discovery, attributed to the venerable ex-presi- 

ent John Quincy Adams, of a simple method by which the use of specta- 
cles might be dispensed with by the aged. This consisted in the frequent 
though gentle compression of the sides of the eyeball, by placing the 
thumb upon the external angle of one eye and the middle finger upon that 
of the other eye, and slowly approximating them towards the root of the 
nose, 80 a8 to elongate the axis of vision. We know persons of intelligence 
who affirm that they have been thus very much benefited. Whether the 
relief be attributable to the effect assigned, or to the tonic influence of the 
combined Pp yee and friction, is not the question before us. For the 
paves of elongating the visual axis, however, an India-rubber cup has 
en invented, and is to be found in the shops. It is simply a half globe, 
which, when flattened and applied to the orbit, reacts by its elasticity, and, 
in resuming its original form, tends to draw out the eye by the vaccum 
thus occasioned. Now this little instrument must have the effect of pro- 
ducing a congestion of the eye, which is not without risk, especially if often 
repeated.— Editor of Southern Med. & Surg. Journal. 


Special Treatment of Phthisis Pulmonalis. By Prof. J. H. Bennerr, M.D., 
Edinburgh. — Under the head of general treatment of phthisis pulmo- 
nalis, I have pointed out the means of meeting the three indications which 
should never be lost sight of in this disease. But every case requires a 
special treatment in addition, which will depend on the unusual severity 
of this or that symptom, or the existence of peculiar complications. It is 
to the undue importance given to this special, as distinguished from the 
general treatment, that I attribute much of that want of success experi- 
enced by practitioners. Thus, itis by no means uncommon to meet with 

tients who are taking at the same time a mixture containing squills and 
1 uanha, to relieve the cough ; an anodyne draught, to cause sleep and 
diminish irritability ; a mixture containing catechu, gallic acid, tannin, or 
other astringents, to check diarrhoea; acetate of lead and opium pills, to 
diminish heemoptysis ; sulphuric acid drops, to relieve the sweating ; and 
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cod-liver oil in addition. I have seen many persons taking all these medi- 
cines and several others at one time, with a mass of bottles and boxes at 
the bedside sufficient to furnish an apothecary’s shop, without its ever 
suggesting itself apparently to the practitioner, that the stomach, drenched 
with so many nauseating things, is thereby prevented from performing its 
healthy functions. In many cases there can be little doubt that this treat- 
ment of symptoms with a view to their palliation, whilst it destroys all 
hope of cure, ultimately fails to relieve even the particular functional de- 
rangement to which it is directed. Still, these symptoms require attention; 
but their causes, and the means required for their relief, will be best under- 
stood by speaking of each in succession. 

Loss of Appetite and Anorexia.—These are the most constant and import- 
ant symptoms of phthisis, inasmuch as they interfere more than any other 
with the nutritive processes. If food, or its substitute, cod-liver oil, cannot 
be taken and digested, it is vain to hope for amelioration in any of the 
essential symptoms of the disease. Here I must guard you from making a 
mistake, into which the inexperienced are very liable to fall. Nothing is 
more common than for phthisical patients to tell their medical attendants 
that their appetite is good, and that they eat plentifully, when more careful 
inquiry proves that the consumption of food is altogether inadequate, and 
that they loathe all kinds of animal diet. You should never be satisfied 
with general statements, but determine the kind and amount of food taken, 
when you will be at no loss to discover, in the vast majority of cases, suffi- 
cient proof of the derangement of the appetite and digestive powers form- 
erly alluded to. Very commonly, also, you will discover acid and other 
unpleasant tastes in the mouth. In all such cases, especially if too much 
medicine has been already given, you should allow the stomach to repose 
itself before giving anything, even cod-liver oil. Sweet milk with toasted 
bread, and small portions of meat nicely cooked, so as to tempt the capri- 
cious appetite, should be tried. Then ten drops of the sp. ammon. aromat., 
given every four hours in a wineglassful of some bitter infusion, such as 
that of colombo or gentian, with a little tr. aurantii, tr. cardamomi, or 
other carminative. In this way the stomach often regains its tone, food is 
taken better, and then you may try cod-liver oil, first in teaspoonful doses, 
cautiously increased. Should this plan succeed, you will be almostsure to 
observe amelioration in the symptoms. 

Nausea and Vomiting.—Not unfrequently the stomach is still more de- 
ranged ; there is a feeling of nausea and even vomiting on taking food. In 
the later stages of phthisis, vomiting is also sometimes occasioned by vio- 
lence of the cough, and the propagation of reflex actions, by means of the 
par vagum, to the stomach. In the former case, the sickness is to be alle- 
viated by carefully avoiding all those substances which are likely to occa- 
sion a nauseating effect, not overloading the stomach, and allowing it to 
have repose. I have found the following mixture very effectual in checkin 
the vomiting in phthisis. k. a medicinalis 3); tr. cardamomi 
comp. 3j; mist. camphore 3vij. . fit. mist. Of which a tablespoonfal 
may be taken every four hours. When it depends on the cough, those 
remedies advised for that symptom should be given. 

Diarrhea.—This is a very common symptom throughout the whole pro- 
gress of phthisis, at first depending on the excess of acidity in the aliment- 
ary canal, to which we have alluded, but in advanced cases connected with 
tubercular deposition and ulceration in the intestinal glands. The best 
method of checking this troublesome symptom is by improving the quality 
and amount of the food. The moment the digestive processes are reno- 
vated, this with the other functional derangements of the alimentary canal, 
will disappear. Hence, at an early period, we should avoid large aa 
of opium, gallic acid, tannin, and other powerful astringents, and depen 
upon the mildest remedies of this class; such as chalk, with aromatic con- 
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fection, or an antacid, such as a few grains of carbonate of potash. When, 
on the other hand, in advanced phthisis, continued diarrhea appears, and 
is obstinate under such treatment, then it may be presumed that tubercular 
disease of the intestine is present, and the stronger astringeits with opium 
may be given as palliatives. 

ough and Expectoration—aAt first, the cough in phthisis is dry and 
hacking. When tubercle softens, or bronchitis is present, it becomes 
moist and more prolonged. When excavations exist, it is hollow and re- 
verberating. In every case cough is a spasmodic action, occasioned by 
exciting the branches of the pneumogastric nerve, and causing simulta- 
neous reflex movements in the bronchial tubes and muscles of the chest. 
The expectoration following dry cough is at first scanty and muco-purulent, 
afterwards copious and purulent. When it assumes the nummular form— 
that is, occurs in viscid, rounded masses, swimming in scanty clear mucus, 
itis generally brought up from —— excavations. The accumulation 
of the sputum in the bronchial tubes, is an exciter of cough ; and hence 
the latter symptom is often best combated by those means which diminish 
the amount of sputum. When, on the other hand, the cough is dry, those 
remedies should be used which diminish the sensibility of the nerves. In 
the first case, the amount of mucus and pus formed will materially depend 
on the weakness of the body and the onward progress of the tubercle. 
Hence good nourishment, and attending to the digestive functions, is the 
best method of checking both the cough and expectoration; whereas, giving 
nauseating mixtures of ipecacuanha and squills is perhaps the worst treat- 
ment that can be employed. There is no point which experience has ren- 
dered me more certain of, than that, however you may palliate these 
symptoms by cough and anodyne remedies, you thereby render the stomach 
intolerant of food, and so impede the curative tendency of the disease. On 
the other hand, nothing is more remarkable than the spontaneous cessation 
of the cough and expectoration on the restoration of the digestive functions 
and improvement in nutrition. When the cough is dry, as may occur in 
the first stage, with crude tubercle, and in the last stage with dry cavities, 
counter-irritation is the best remedy, employed in various forms. Opium 
may palliate, but never cures. 

cemoptysis.—This symptom sometimes appears suddenly in individuals 
in whom there has been no previous suspicionof phthisis, and in whom, on 
careful examination, no physical signs of the disease can be detected. On 
other occasions, the sputum may be more or less streaked with blood; and 
lastly, it may occur in the advanced stage of the disease, apparently from 
ulceration of a tolerably large vessel. In all these cases, the best remedy is per- 
fect quietude, and avoidance of every kind of excitement, bodily and mental. 
Astringents have been recommended, especially acetate of lead and opium; 
but how these remedies can operate, 1 am at a loss to understand ; and I 
have never seen a case in which their administration was unequivocally 
useful. I have now met with several cases where supposed pulmonary 
hemorrhage really originated in follicular disease of the pharynx or larynx, 
and which, with the supposed phthisical symptoms, were removed by the 
use of the probang and nitrate of silver solution. 

Sweating I regard as a symptom of weakness, and therefore as a common, 
though by no means a special one in phthisis. Here, again, the truly cura- 
tive treatment will consist in renovating the nutritive processes, and — 
strength to the economy. It will always ‘be observed that, if cod-liver o1 
and good diet produce their beneficial effect, then the sweating, together 
with the cough and expectoration, ceases. On the other hand, giving acid 
drops to relieve this symptom, as is the common practice, by adding to the 
already acid state of the alimentary canal, is directly opposed to the diges- 
tion of the fatty principles which require assimilation.—Boston Med. and 
Surg. Journal, from Edinburgh Monthly Medical Journal. 





